6 St Nicholas Cathedral
Sacred Space
in Common
Ground
Medieval Newcastle had five friaries, one convent and
twelve hospitals. Today very little remains except street
names.

F

The cloister and a few buildings from the Dominican friary of
Blackfriars, which was built in 1239, still stand near the city
walls. Today it houses craft workshops and a popular restaurant.

The Holy Jesus Hospital stands on the site of an Augustinian
friary, with a small part of the medieval friary still visible. It was
opened as an almshouse in 1682, and by 1880 was used as a
soup kitchen. Now in the care of the National Trust, as an inner
city project office, it is occasionally open to the public and well
worth a visit.
Only one pillar remains of St Mary’s Hospital, Westgate.
It can be seen at the north east corner of the modern building
opposite St John’s church.

Dating mostly from the 13th to the 15th centuries,
St Nicholas Cathedral is the Church of England’s
most northerly Cathedral.
On this site, high above the River Tyne and near
the Norman Castle, prayer and worship have been
offered each day for over nine hundred years. For
over five hundred years, the spire was a navigation
point for ships on the Tyne. The Cathedral houses
an outstanding collection of stained glass and
monuments – including that to Admiral Lord
Collingwood, who took command at Trafalgar
after Nelson’s death. The Lantern Café serves
breakfasts, teas and coffees, cakes and pastries,
light bites, lunches and afternoon teas.

www.stnicholascathedral.co.uk

OPEN TO
VISITORS
MONDAY–FRIDAY

7:30am – 6pm
SATURDAY

8am – 4pm
SUNDAY

7:30am – 7pm

NE1 1PF

Trinity House dates from the 15th century, and was founded as
a guild to support seafarers and their dependants. The chapel is
the oldest private chapel in the city still in continuous use. It is
possible to visit by
prior arrangement.
The Castle Keep,
which stands on the
site of the original
Norman ‘new castle’
(hence the city’s
name) contains a
beautiful Norman
chapel with a
vaulted ceiling and
carved arches.

Content of this trail was correct at the time of printing. You are advised to check details before visiting any of the venues included in this leaflet.

All Saints Church is built on the site of one of four medieval
churches and its spire is easily seen from the Tyne Bridge. The
present church, completed in 1796, is one of a very few elliptical
churches in England. It is not open to the public.

ollow this trail
through the
city centre of
Newcastle upon Tyne
to discover some of
our fantastic heritage.
Accessible for all, this
trail also takes you past
some of Newcastle’s
landmarks, including
Grey’s Monument
and Newcastle Castle.
Walking will take thirty
minutes, and Go North
East’s Quaylink buses
also follow this trail.
Shipbuilding remembered at
St Nicholas Cathedral

Explore more historic churches via this website:

www.spiritinstone.info

This trail has been created by local volunteers as part of the Spirit In
Stone project, with the support of the Church of England Diocese of
Durham, Diocese of Newcastle and the Heritage Lottery Fund.

1 St Mary’s Cathedral

2

St John the Baptist,
Grainger Street

St Thomas the Martyr,

4 Haymarket

An oasis of peace
in a busy city
centre

A stunning
re-foundation of
a medieval chapel

Set in a pleasant churchyard,
containing a medieval-inspired
herb garden,
OPEN TO
St John’s is
VISITORS
one of the
original four medieval churches in the city. Built
MON–THURS
between 1130 and 1450, the church once housed
8:30am – 4pm
FRI–SUN
an anchorage, or hermit’s cell, and the squint
8:30am – 1pm
used by the anchorite or anchoress to see the
altar is still visible in the chancel. A 15th century
wooden font cover and 17th century pulpit are
complemented by a set of 20th century oak pews
made by Robert ‘Mousie’ Thompson. A window
containing fragments of medieval stained glass
includes the earliest known representation of the
0191
city’s coat of arms.
232 0483

Dedicated to St Thomas the
Martyr (Thomas Becket), who
was murdered in Canterbury in 1170, the church is thought to have
started life as a chapel built as penance by one
of his assassins. This was later demolished and
OPEN TO
replaced by the present church, on the site of a
VISITORS
leper hospital. Designed by John Dobson, this
MON–SAT
Gothic revival church was among the first to have
10am – 4pm
iron pillars. Other features include the memorial to
SUNDAY
Herman Schier, after whom the vestry is named.
Worship at 10am
Schier was a local hero who died saving others in
a local mining disaster. The One World Shop, open
Mon-Sat, shows St Thomas’ commitment to fair
trade and social justice.

www.stjohnthebaptistnewcastle.co.uk

NE1 5JG

3 St Andrew’s, Newgate St.
Named by a
Scottish King

A neo-gothic masterpiece

The trail shown above in red is intended to be for
walking and merely a suggested route between the
locations, which may of course be visited singly.
Please take care when moving between churches.

Situated opposite Newcastle’s Central
Station, St Mary’s Roman Catholic Cathedral
was built by one of the greatest of all Victorian
architects, Augustus Welby Pugin, famous for his
design of the interior of the Houses of Parliament
at Westminster. The building is especially notable
for its beautiful needle spire, wall and floor tile
work, richly carved altars, stained glass windows,
and magnificent choir gallery and organ. The
Cathedral precinct comprises the clergy house,
a public garden, the cloister with the adjacent
Cloister Café and Restaurant, and Pauline Books
and Media (a religious book and gift shop).

www.stmaryscathedral.org.uk

OPEN TO
VISITORS
MONDAY–FRIDAY

7:30am – 5pm
SATURDAY

9am – 4pm
SUNDAY

8am – 3pm

NE1 5HH

One of the oldest buildings in the city, St. Andrew’s
was probably founded on the site of an AngloSaxon church, and named for the Scottish patron
saint by King David I of Scotland, in the late 12th
Century. The interior is dominated by a magnificent
Norman chancel arch, although much of the church
is medieval with later additions. The church was
badly damaged in the Siege of Newcastle during
the Civil War in the 1640s. Three stone cannon
balls from that time can be seen at the west end of
the church, where the carved wooden font cover is
believed to date from around 1500.

www.standrewsnewcastle.org.uk

OPEN TO
VISITORS
MON–FRI

9am – 3pm
SUNDAY

Worship at 11am

0191 222 0259/
0191 232 7935

NE1 5SS

www.sttomsnewcastle.org.uk

NE1 7PF

Brunswick

5 Methodist Church
A hidden, historical gem
Situated at the heart of the city, this
Grade II listed
OPEN TO
Church is just a few
VISITORS
metres from Grey’s
Monument at the
MON/WED/FRI/
head of Brunswick
SAT
8:30am – 4pm
Place. It is a vibrant
TUES/THURS
Christian community
8:30am – 9pm
with a seven day ministry to people of all ages
SUNDAY
and backgrounds. Historically significant, it has
Worship at
direct links to John Wesley but seeks to express
10:45am/6pm
traditional Methodist emphases in many different
modern ways. Brunswick has been extensively
reshaped internally to cope with a full and varied
programme of events and activities. The Coffee
Shop is open Monday to Saturday.

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk

NE1 7BJ

