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Bernard Gilpin was Rector of Houghton in the dangerous 

years of the Reformation. He was famous throughout the 

North for his generosity, his discipleship and advocacy of the 

poor. Bernard Gilpin is known as THE APOSTLE of the NORTH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Gilpin always stood up for the poor. At court Gilpin 

accused the noblemen of neglecting their subjects. They 

are happy to take taxes from the poor but they do 

nothing for them in return. The noblemen did not like 

what they heard and they began to plot against him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On a visit to the church in 

the town of Rothbury, Northumberland, Gilpin found 

a gauntlet nailed to the door. 

This was a challenge from a local person to anyone 

who was willing to enter into combat with him. Gilpin 

took down the gauntlet and challenged the people  

instead to take on the gospel message of peace and 

charity to each other. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Gilpin was always generous to those in need. On his travels 

he came across a farmer whose horse had died, and who 

could no longer plough his field. Gilpin gave the farmer his 

own horse because, he said, the farmer was in greater need 

of it than he himself.   

 

The people of Houghton parish looked to Gilpin as a judge, 

and he did great service in preventing law-suits amongst 

them. If a hard working man suffered a loss, Gilpin delighted 

to make it good; if the  harvest was bad, he would return 

their tithes (rent). 

 

 
 

 

Gilpin built and funded a grammar-

school, educated and took care of a large 

number of boys of the poor. Gilpin also 

paid for the more promising pupils to 

study at the universities. He met many of 

the boys on his journeys into 

Northumbria so they needed 

somewhere to stay. Gilpin  made part of 

his house  a boarding wing for the school.  

 

 

 

 

 

The tomb of Bernard Gilpin can be seen in the South transept of 

St Michael & all Angels church Houghton le Spring 
 

 
 
 


